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Set your hearts unto all the words which I teſtify among 
you this day; which ye ſhall command your children 
to obſerve, to do all the words of this law. 
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E teach our families in our com- 
mon Catechiſm, 


1. That the written word of God is the 
only rule to direct us how to "gory Gon, 


2. 

2. That Jesvs CarisrT executes the office 
of a king to his Church, in ruling it, Q. 26. 
He alone enacting and enforcing his own or- 
dinances, 


3. That we are to receive, obſerve, and 


keep pure and entire all his appointed wor- 


ſhip, Q. 50, 31. In explaining this Cate- 
chiſm, to the weak, it ſeeming needful, to 
help their underſtanding of this part alſo, 
that they may ſearch the ſcriptures, and judge 
whether we have taught them the way of Go 

MY and 
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and ſo continue to worſhip the Gop of their 
fathers, or may chuſe another way. 


Much zeal we find is now employed, to 
get another form of worſhip and diſcipline 
received by all Proteſtants. * We who 
think that form not ſcriptural, ought in con- 
ſcience to train up our own, to know, and 
keep that which we judge, and many faith- 
ful witneſſes of Chriſt ever ſince the bleſſed 
reformation, judged, to be the way of the 
Lord, tho? it may be deſpiſed, unfaſhionable 
and every where ſpoken againſt, as was the 
way of Chriſt, Act. xxviii. 22. No contra- 
diction ſhould move us from the way of 


God's teſtimonies, Pſal. cxix, 21—24. 


leſt we be chargeable for pleaſing men more 
than God. It is a law of wiſdom, that we 


thus inſtruct ours, Prov. xxii. 6. So did 


our father Abraham teach all his houſe, Gen. 


Fei. famphlet is ſuppoſed to have been written near 
the cloſe of Queen Anne's reign, when meaſures very unfa- 
vourable to religious liberty in general, aud to Proteſtant 
Digenters in particular, were intended to be purſued. . 
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Xviii. 19. Ours ale no leſs concerned to 
prove all things, and hold faſt that which is 
7 good; this ſlothful, credulous age goes back 
apace to implicit faith, and blind obedience ; 
few are humbly enquiring the reaſons of the 
reformation, as the late generation did; and 
will not ſuch a people in a day of trial, be 
carried, like the old Gentiles, juſt as they are 
i led, 1 Cor. xii. 2. But while God's oracles 
p are yet in our hands, it behoves us to conſuls 
| them more and more, to dig for wiſdom in 
4 that mine ; that we may underſtand the fear 
1 of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, 
Prov. ii. 4, 5, or underſtand every good path, 
ver. 9. Do ſo then, good reader. Take faſt 
hold of inſtruction, let her not go, keep her, 
for ſhe is thy life, Prov. iv. 13. The words 
of the Scriptures adduced in this diſcourſe, 
are for brevity not ſet down; but if thou wilt 
be wiſe according to what is written, turn to 
every text, and weigh the reaſoning from it; 
and then ſtand in awe, and ſin not. The diſ- 

courſe touches on theſe few heads. 
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vi THE PREFACE. 


I. Of Gon's worſhip, and its s eſtabliſhed 


II. Of humane additions to divine rule, þ 
or other alteration. | 


III. Of will-worſhip, of divers forts, 


IV. of ſome humane devices about public 


5 


V. Of aovetey and ſchiſm charged on ſuch 
as reject thoſe devices. 


VI. Of occaſional compliance to humane 


impoſition. 4, 00 98 
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FF\HE publication, or republication, of 

any anonymous performance, very com- 
monly induces the reader to aſk by whom it 
was written? In the preſent caſe, however, 
this queſt ion cannot be anſwered. This Fa- 
miliar Enquiry was publiſhed without the 
author's name, and no means have yet been 
effectual to obtain it; but, though unknown, 
he appears to have been well acquainted with 
the Sacred Scriptures, and with the proper 
ground and true nature of religious liberty; 
and capable of treating this intereſting ſub- 
ject with good judgment, genuine candor, 


viii ADVERTISEMENT 


and an agreeable plainneſs, happily ſuited to 


the meaneſt capacity. 


A copy of the third edition of this pam- 
pblet, printed for John Clark, London, 1715, 
was found ſome time ſince by accident; and, 
on a careful peruſal, it appeared well adapted 


to convey ſuch inſtruction as. is much wanted 
in the preſent times. Several perſons, whoſe 


judgment deſerves reſpect, have entertained 
the ſame opinion. For the benefit, there- 
fore, of thoſe who have no opportunity of 


reading larger and more laboured perform- 
ances, this little piece is thought worth 


reſcuing from oblivion, by a new edition. 


The ſole authority of Chriſt, as the Head 
and Lord of the Chriſtian Church—The per- 


fection of the Sacred Scriptures as the rule of 
religious worſhip—The obligations which 

bind Chriſtians faithfully to obſerve that di- 
vine rule, and that alone—The nature of re- 
ligious liberty in its proper connection with 
an abſolute ſubjection to the authority of 
Chriſt 
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ported. 


10 Tu M1451 4. 
Chriſt in his word The evil of comply ing 
with human inventions, cuſtoms, and impo- 
ſitions in religious worſhip—And the pro- 
per ground on which the Proteſtant diſſent, 


from all the religious eſtabliſnments, cuſtoms, 


and impoſitions of men, is ever to be main- 
tained, are here brought into view, placed in 
a clear light, and not injudiciouſly ſup- 


— 


At the time when this pamphlet appears to 
have been written, it was ne. ncommon to 
quote texts of Scripture, o refer to them, 


without a ſufficient attention to their connee- 


tion and deſign. If this prevailing error of 
the times be duly conſidered, it will be very 
natural to expect, that among the great 
number of references to Scripture in this lit. 
tle performance, ſome may be found not ſo 


pertinent. as judicious minds in the prefent 


day might wiſh, But, if the reader will 
turn to every text, and weigh the reaſon» 
ing from it,” as the author, in the cloſe of his 
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* ADVERTISEMENT 


preface, very juſtly requeſts, he will probably 
be convinced, that the references are made 


with more juſtice and propriety than he would | 


otherwiſe expect. 


It would undoubtedly have been a very 
conſiderable improvement, if the words of 


Scripture, to which references are made, 


had been inſerted at length ; but this muſt 


have increaſed the ſize and price of the pam- 
phlet to ſuch a degree, as would probably 
place it beyond the reach of many of thoſe for 


whoſe benefit it is principally intended. And 
the author's reaſoning often very happily car- 


| ries its own evidence with it. 


Some may, perhaps, be of opinion, that 
thoſe paſſages which appear to have had a 


peculiar reference to the ſpirit and circum- 


ſtances of the times in which this pamphlet 
appears to have been firſt publiſhed, ſhould 


now be omitted but they detract nothing 
from 
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To THE READER, X1 


from the force of the author's general argu- 
ment; and they may ſerve an important end, 
by reminding the preſent Diſſenters of the cir- 


cumſtances under which their anceſtors 


lived. 


As a few paſſages appeared to require ſome 


illuſtration, a few ſhort notes are ſubjoined, 
by 


TRE EDITOR. 
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FAMILIAR ENQUIRY, &c. 


I. Of God's Wors HI, and the RULE of it, 


Q. V O whom is Religious Worſhip dus? 
A. Not to the higheſt or beſt of the creatures 
7 | in Heaven or Earth, but to the true God alone, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ſee Ifai. xlii. 8, 
Matth. iv, 10. Only the proud Devil deſires to be 
worſhipped, Matth. iv. 9. and his eldeſt ſon, the grand 
antichriſt, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. who is that beaſt ſet up by 
the dragon, with his great authority, to be worſhipped, 
Rev. xiii. 2, 4, 8. but holy angels are humble worſhip- 
pers of our great God, and refuſe to be worſhipped by 
us, their fellow-ſervants, Rev. xix. 10. No doubt, fo 
would the Virgin Mary, and all ſaints, as Peter and 
Paul did, Acts. iv. 11—18. 
Q Why muſt God be worſhipped by finful men ? 
A. I. His infinite perte&:ons command us to own, 
admire, and adote him, Exod. xxxiv. 6,8, and there 


is none to an man with 92 a:l- \utcient, Pſal. Ixxxix. 
6, 7. Rev. V, 3, 4.— 


1 
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2. As 'tis his peculiar right and honour to have do- 
minion ovtr our actions, ſo he has declared his plea- 
| ſare herein, in the firſt and ſecond Commandment, 
| and Deut, vi. 13, 17. 

14 3. Our entire and neceſſary dependance on him» 

15 and his ſingular benefits to us, in our creation, pre- 

= it ſervation, redemption and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
| 

| 

| 


loudly call us to ſuch duty, Rev. iv. 8, 10, 11,—v. 11, 
| 12, I4. 
| 100 Q. What is it for us to worſhip God ? 
| if A. To honour and revererice his moſt excellent Ma- 
The jeſty, and humbly to attend him in ſuch acts of ſervice 
| | | or obedience, as himſelf preſcribes us, in hope cf his 
| favour, Pſal. cxvi. 16, 17, 19. Heb. xii. 28. even An- 
„ gels do not what they liſt, but hearken to the voice of 
th dis word, Pſal. ciii. 20, 21. 
li Q. How then muſt we worſhip God ? 
"ny A. 1. Not with our bodies only, but ſpirits, as 
th ſuiteth his Spiritual Nature, Job. iv. 23, 24. 
| 2. Not by our wanton fancy, but ſtricly and aw- 
ll fully adhering to his direction, leſt he ſay to us, who 
| required this? Iſa. i. 12. Thus his people did all 
1 | things about his Tabernacle, as the Lord commanded 
ll Moſes. Exod. xxxix. 42. ſo did his Son on earth, Heb. 
x. 7, ard all in Heaven do his alone, Matth. vi. 
He beſt knows what ſervice becomes his preſence, and 
values not the pompous, ſtately, or coſtly offerings 
5 which he directed not, Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8. 
| . Q. Howw do we knew what ſervice will pleaſe God ? 
il A. No man could know that, but by God's revea:- 
| 


ing his own will, Pal. exlvii. 19, 20. every equal 
maſter 
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maſter doth ſo to his ſervants, that they may know and 
7 do: and the humble ſervant aſks, Lord, what wilt, thou 
| have me to do ? 

Q. But doth it not ſeem lind and commendable, to do 
fometbing more than wheat God expreſly requires? 

A. 1. In ſome caſes it is ſo; and God preſcribing 
ſacrifices to the Jews, left room alſo for their free-will 
offerings and vows: we alſo, on ſpecial occaſions may 
do well to preſent unto God ſomewhat extraordinary, 


Add. iv. 33—35- 
4 2. But its a far different caſe, when officious man 
4 will add to God's laws, and bind himſelf or others to 


obſerve what God never required. That which is not 
-Y obedience, is not an acceptable worſhip, 1 Sam. xv. 
j 22. Let no man then be wiſe in his own eyes, or 
N lean to his own onderſtanding, but fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil, Prov. iii. 5, 6, 7. He is greatly to be 


« feared above all Gods, and we honour him moſt, by 
| deepeſt humility, or trembliog at his Word, Ia. 
Ixvi. 2. 


2 Hat God any where fixed a rule of his worſhip ? 
A. Yes, or there would be no harmony therein: and 
- The ingrafted law of nature binds us all to know 
and acknowledge him as God. and our God, to fear, 
love, truſt, praiſe, and pray to him, and receive the 
law from his mouth, Job xxii. 22. 
2. His willis farther revealed, and W writ- 
ten in his word, that we might have a ſure and ſtand- 
Ing rule of religion; and there in his ſovereign plea- 
ſure certain poſit ve inſtitutions are piven, of which 
he requires man's careful obſetvance. 


Q. Who 
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Q. Who are bound by thoſe-prfirives ? 
A. All ſuch to whom they are made known, as the 
law of Circumciſion was laid upon Abraham and his 
ſeed, fora long time: and the law of ſacrifices was 
certainly taught to Adam, after the fall, tho' not ex- 
preſly recorded ® and the law of weekly Sabbath: and 
ſince that, the law of Moſes. 

Q. Marul laws are eternall ly obliging ; but art poſitive 
t tutions ſo unalterable ? 

A. 1. No doubt, the Moſt High may alter his or- 
ders to his ſervants, as he ſees fit. 

2. Some of his commands were given for temporary \ 
1eifons, and ſuch he hath altered. 

As, 1. That command in Paradiſe, about the two 
trees ceaſed, when that ſtate of man ceaſed. 

2. The ceremonial law and Priefthood ceaſed at the 
time of teformation, Heb. viii. 13.---IX. 10, 25, 26. 
but might not be diſuſed, till the ſubſtance of thoſe 
Types was come, and the Son of God perfectly reveal- 

ed the Father, Heb. i. 1, 2. and chap. iii. 1-6. 
3. The poſitive ordinances of the New Teſtament, 
the ſame ſupreme lawgiver might alter or aboliſh, if 

he pleaſed; but we are aſſured, he will not, till his 
ſecond coming, Matth. xxviii. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
Therefore, tho? meliorating changes in the militant 
Church may yet come by more abundant pouring out 

of the Spirit, I conclude, that in the New Teſtament, 

Chriſt has ſo ſettled his worſhip and ordinances, as they 


muſt ſtand to the end of this world, Rev. xx1i. 18, 19. 
Q. Will 


© That may appear evident and certain to one perſon, which ap- 
Fears uncertain and doubiſu! to anther. 
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Q. Will men in the viſible Church arrange no 57 
of God's eftablifoment in religion? 

A. Yes, alas ! vain man would ill be fo wiſe as to 
change times and laws, Dan. vii. 25. Thus the ſpirit 
ſpeaks expreſly, 1 Tim. iv. 1—3. 2 Thef. 1—10, ard 
this is that which diſtarbs the Church, that every fool 
will be meddling, tho' man is ſo dark and weak in the 
things of God, that he is no ſafe guide to himſelf or 
others. Indeed, much deference is due to the aged, 
with whom is wiſdom, but the wiſeſt cannot mend 
God's laws; therefore, he expreſly forbids us to be 
ruled by the Elders, Ezek. xx. 18—20, and calls all 
their wiſdom vain deceit, Col. 11. 8, 18—23, Yea, and 
tho* ſome of their traditions are not expreſly contrary 
to his, Chriſt ſays, God's Command is tranſgreſfed 
thereby, Matth. xv. 3. which ſurely might bridle the 
moſt fond and audacious from baſying their little wits 
in chis matter. 


II. Of BUMANE INVENTIONS, or additions to the 
DIVINE RULE. 


Q W HERE muſt God's people ny worſhip 
him 5 

A. In holy aſſemblies, which may be held in any de- 

cent or convenient places, I. ke the ſewiſh Synagogues ; 5 


for now all places are alike holy, Joh. iv. 2 3. 1 Tim. 


1.8, 
Q. What worſhip 2 there be offered tg God ? © 
B 3 A. Only 
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Hy 4. Only ſuch worſhip as God appointed in his word, jp 
11 Deut. v. 32. Matth. xxviii. 20. for he accepts no ſer- _ 
HAIR vice, but what he ns Jer. xix. 5. Matth. 
HY XV. 9. 
14 Q. Doth God bind us ow obſerving in his worſhip, 
if the cuſtoms, traditions, and commands of men ? | 
wy A. He doth ſo indeed, with good reaſon ; for who 
[LT but the Great King ſhould give orders to his own 
111 court and ſervants? Jeſus Chriſt is the only lawgiver, 
0 and head of his Church, Iſa. xxx1ii. 22. Epheſ. v, 
A 23. to him we muſt be ſubject in his own houſe, Pſal. 
| | xIv. 11. Heb, iii. 6. as Chriſt himſelf was obedient to 
14 his Father that ſent him, Job. vi. 38.—xii. 49. we have 
no warrant to worſhip God by a rule of man's device, 
"HAR Jer. xxxii. 33,—35- la. viii. 20, To the law, and 
| j | to the teſtimony. 
| Q. What harm can it be, to admit of mens i 
thereto P 
A. 1. We thereby ſeem to charge God foolithly, 
that 1a giving laws or rules for his worſhip, he cmit- 
ted what was needful to good order. 
2. Weexalt man's wiſdom to the place and authori- 
ty of God's, and ſo provoke him to jealouſy, Exod. xx. 
5. Since therefore he has left us perfect direction, it 
becomes us to cleave to that alone, or hold fait what 
we have ſo received, 1 Tim. vi. 14. Rev. ii. 25. 
Q Why then did our Lord Jeſus bid his diſciples obſerwe 
and do, whatever the Scribes and Phariſees fitting in A 
fes's chair, bid them, Matth. xxiii. 3. 
A. Vou muſt conſider che Scribes and harlces ei- 
ther, | 
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1. As the ordinary interpreters of Moſes's law; and 

then, whatever they taught and preached agreeable to 
the law, the people muſt practiſe, tho' thoſe teachers 
themſelves would not do ſo, v. 4. Or, 

2. As Moſes was lawgiver and judge in Iſrael. Deut. 
xxrili. 4, 5. their fitting in his Chair, means their ex- 
ercifing civil authority in that nation, wherein all muſt 
own and honour them, as we ftill ſubmit to Jawful go- 
vernors, tho' they ſhould be bad men: But that no 
way argues, that they or any others may command 
whatever they liſt in any caſe, and much leſs in reli- 
gion. Theſe Doctors rejected Chriſt, in ſpight of 
fulleſt evidence of Moſes and the Prophets, and of his 
doctrine and miracles, and agreed to caſt out of the 
Church any that confeſſed him; but ſure, you cannot 
think that therefore he would have the people diſbe- 
ſieve and renounce himſelf, nor obſerve their tradi- 
tions, whom our Saviour calls blind guides, fools, hy- 
pocrites, ſerpents, and vipers ; warning all to beware 
of their doctrine, and declaring that God will root 
them out; ſee Matth. xv. 13.—xvi. 6.—xxiii. 14, 16, 
17. No man in his right mind, can imagine that 
Chriſt bid the people truſt their ſouls to ſuch paſtors, 
meerly becauſe they were in office: Nay, the voice 
from heaven required all men to hear the Son of God, 
tho? he was diſowned by the Chief-Prieſts, Matth. xvii. 
5. or by the Scribes fitting in Moſes's Chair: He was 
the ſtone whom thoſe builders rejected: we therefore 
cannot obſerve and do whatever ſuch men bid us. 


Q. What is the great and leading principle of not con- 


Forming 10 mens injunctions in religion? 


A. The 


3 A FAMILIAR ENQUIRY. 


A. The aſſerting of God's high prerogative, and 
ſole dominion over mens fouls and conſciences ; this 
glory of ſovereignty he will not give to another, Iſai. 
xlii. 8, We therefore may not do it, for any fear orre- 
ward ; when God preſcribes a rule of worſhip, and men 
add another, they ſeem to invade his peculiarity, and 
to ſet up their poſts by his poſt, Ezek. xliii. 7, 8, And 
is not that the iniquity which he will reprove, Prov. 
xxx. 6. Rev. xxii. 18. | | 

Q. What is the influence and ſervice of this principle to 
real religion? 

A. Very much ; forall the praQtice of religion is 
reſolved into this one principle, The fear or awe of 
God, urging to keep his Commandment, Ecclef, xii. 
13. Pſal. cxi. 10. preſerve but that reverence of the 
moſt High in mens minds, and they will tremble at his 
word, and keep to it as a wiſe and perfect rule: Twill 
cure their licentious boldneſs in all caſes, and bar the 
door againſt proud innovations : So the honour of 
God, the humility or modeſty of man, and the purity 
of religion are ſecured together: We muſt never dic- 
tate to him, but learn of him: But if once we quit 
that ground, and let in man to God's throne, that pre- 
ſumption ſtuns the conſcience that was tender, and 
hardens the face by degrees to venture on any evil; 
and from its ſubmitting to ſome impoſitions of men, it 
grows bold or baſe, to crouch unto any other, Itpro- 
ceeds fiom vain will-worſhip to groſs idolatry, when 
enforced or excuſed by ſome fair pleas: The con- 
| ſcience thus inured to bow down will grow lavith and 
10 Aupid : Every ſorry reaſon will content it, for pleaſiug. 
| | men, 
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'N men, and courting ſafety. Here is the very root of 
I apoſtacy, and odious luke-warmneſs, while ſatan is per- 
verting all things, and forging his man of fin, Either 


. we muſt in reverence to God exclude all mens devia- 


tions from divine rule, or we can exclude none at all, 
Q. What need is there to be ſo very jealous of man's meds 
bing even in ſmall matters ? 
A. There is no end of his vanity and audacity in 
_ multiplying inventions, Ecclef, vii. 29. Deut. xxxii. 
17. Hol. viii. 11, 12.— X. 1. bis conceit is ſtill medi- 
tating new ways of pretended devotion : Therefore he 
muſt be kept within ſome certain bounds ; and thoſe 
are God's moral and poſitive laws. He will not have 
his fear to be taught by precept of men, Iſai. xxix. 13, 
14. Even in Paradiſe, and before the fall, God never 
_ truſted man to be his own guide; but to the law that 
was written in his heart he added poſitive revelation, 
and thereby limited or reſtrained man, that he ſhould 
not eat of every tree that pleaſed his eye; and ſo he doth 
ever ſince, Deut. xii, 8. God gave Adam a bare pro- 
hibition, adding no reaſon for it: Adam by his prac» 


tice then ſaid, no, but I will know a reaſon, elſe I will 


not be kept from this tree; ſo he tranſgreſſed: Here 
was the entrance, and the irrugtion of boundleſs pride, 

_ which is checked and condemned by God's poſitive laws 
about his worſhip. Man would be wiſe in his own 
: eyes ; God binds him up to his revealed will, becauſe 
his own light is not ſufficient to be his guide, in all 
things; and man muſt do homage to God by ſubmit- 
ting to his poſitive orders, and adhering to them meer- 
ly becauſe they are his; and ſo we honour him as our 


only 
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Only Lord, and may not conſent that any ſhou!d rival 
him. This would bar the door againſt all corruptions, 
Q. Of what uſe is this principle, when corrrptions arr 
entered ? 
4. Very much in that caſe too; for thence we have 
the true meaſure and rule of reformation ; which is, to 
return to our beginnings: Man's vanity let in innova- 
tions. He thought this and that expedient and uſeful, 
beyond what God had ſaid; then he went on in the 
way of his own heart ; being reproved, he would ex- 
cuſe, retain, defend his choſen practice; and when he 
could, he would impoſe it too; thus man would judge 
for himſelf, and be his own Lord; and got his own de- 
vices eſtabliſhed, recommended, and multiplied : At 
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length there appears a neceſſity of reformation, becauſe _ | 


of the nember and burthen of traditions: Now 


the queſtion being put, what, or which of them, to ſet 


aſide by reformation ? worldly wiſdom fays, reform 
only ſo much as the Elders ſee fit; but our ſaid prin- 


ciple anſwers roundly, reform all; remove whatever is 


meerly of man's will ; return to the original, Divine 
Rule; reſtore the Lord to his own throne, as only law- 
giver. This reaſon reaches all deviations alike, 
Q. Do not all Proteſtants aſſert this principle, that God's 
revealed will in his word is. the only rule religion? 
A. They all profeſs ſo; butare apt to conttad ict it 


in practice. Any prevailing party of them uſually 


grows fond of its own ways, and loves to impoſe them _ 


on others; to which common profeſſors will ever com- 


ply ; as of old, 1 King. xii. 26—33. Mic. vi. 16. So 7 
were the latter Jews and Papiſts all zealous of the tra- 
dition 
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dition of the Elders: Others fearing the Command. 
ment, think they are bound in conſcience to bear wit- 
neſs againſt the uſurpation, and not be ſervants of 
men, but ſtand faſt in their Chriſtian liberty, 1 Cor. 
vii. 23. Gal. v. 1. Col. ii, 20—23- And here the 
diſſe ation begins. 

Q. L this the caſe among Britiſh Proteflants ? 

A. It has been ſometime ſo ; one part having power 
in their hands, enjoined ſome modes of worſhip, and 
made them terms of Church-Communion, which 
Others finding no warrant for in Scripture, ſhunned 
that Communion, to avoid fin ; or, became diſſenters ; 
which the impoſers not brooking, called them fanaticks, 
rebels, and whatever they liſt. Here the begun work 


of reformation ſtopped : We and our fathers teſtified, 


and waited for a farther progreſs in it; but in four- 
ſcore years paſt, the impoſers advance not a ſtep for. 
ward, Nay, ſome by retaining humane ceremonies 
grew fond of returning to Rome, beſore the civil war, 
In that convulſion, the Parliament took into conſidera- 
tion the cauſes thereof, and in 1643 cal:ed an aſſembly 
of learned, pious miniſters, and others, moſtly Epiſco. 
palians, who agreed, and adviſed to lay aſide thoſe 
miſchievous engines of diviſion : That work alſo was 


im perfect and unconfirmed; and in 1662, all was un- 


ravelled, and the old unſcriptural forms re-eſtabliſhed 
which many eminent paſtors not daring to comply with, 
were caſt out from their public miniſtry : They and 


the good people who adhere to them aud their ſucceſ- 


ſors, are the preſent Diſtenters, 


| bo, Say 


— hed 
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Q. Say then in ſhort, wherein is the great evil o thefe 
humane devices impoſed ? © 


A. 1. Its bad enough, that they have no ſtamp of di- 
vine authority; God's wifdom ſaw no need of them, 


but men ſee with other eyes. | 
2. Little deviations in worſhip open the way to great- 


er; ſuperſtition leads to idolatry, as ſmaller faults in 


morality tend to preſumptions, and draw on vicious ha- 


bits. 
3. Venturing over the boundary of the word in a lit- 


tle, emboldens the conſcience to more, and where then 


ſhall we ſtop ? A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 

4. Our ceremonies, tho* now ancient, were not from 
the beginning, and have been polluted in popery ; ſo 
we in uſing them, ſhall ſo far look like the corrupters, 
with whom we ſhould have no fellowſhip therein, 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. Deut. xii. 30, 32. even the brazen ſerpent which 
was made by God's command, when abuſed to idola- 
try, was juſtly deſtroyed, without God's W or- 
ders, 2 King. xviii. 4, 6. 

5. Proteſtants that will keep theſe Romiſh remnants, 
have been forced to borrow Romiſh principles, and 
plead the ſame way for them. 

6. They have ever been the means to deſtroy love 
and peace, and weaken our ſtrength, . aliena- 
tions, and diviſions, or ſchiſms. 

oF hey have long ſerved as a handle for a 
ing, vexing, oppreſſing, and ruining conſcientious 
Chriſtiaus, ſilencing many brave miniſters, and hiadring 
the propagation of Chriſt's Goſpel and kingdom ſo 

| when 
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when Charles V. enforced the Adiaphora * in the Ger- 
man Interim, many paſtors were baniſhed. And in 
them, Chriſt himſelf was treated no better. 

8. Scandal, or cauſing others to tumble and fall in- 
to ſin, is no little evil; and yet we cannot uſe theſe 
things without dangerous offence, both of the tender 
little ones, and of Papiſts and others, who are thereby 
hardened in their way of error: How can we anſwer 
for it? Matth. xviii. 67. Rom. xiv. 15. 


| * | F \ <5 : 
* * Y 
| — — —  — 


III. Of wil L-WORSHI1IP. 


Q. PHER E being many kinds and degrees of cor- 
ruption introduced by men into God's worſhip, 
which of them is the groſſeſt ? 
the 2 Idolatry, which yet all the Gentiles ran 1400 very 
early; and from which, God's peculiar people Iſrael 
were ſo hardly kept back by God's ſtrict e and ſe» 
vere judgments. 
Q. What is Idolatry? 
A. It is of two ſorts, | 
1. Giving divine honour and ſervice to creatures ſeen 
C e or 


* Adiaphora, ſignifies things indifferent. The Interim da, a tem- 
forary Edict publiſhed by the Emperor of Germany about the middle of 
the 16th Cent. by which he enforced the obſervation of many things in 
religion, wwhich were deemed in their own nature indifferent. Hence 
aroſe deplorable ſcenes of violence and vlozdſhed, which endes the Em. 
Pire in the greateſt calumities.“ See Miſbeim Vol. III. 37 1.374. 


| Vel. IV. 37, 38. 
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or unſeen, as Rom. i. 23, 26. this is forbid in ile firſt 
Commandment. 


2. Worſhipping the ooly true God by idols or ima- 


ges, which is condemned in the ſecond Commandment, 
and was the fin of the Jews in the golden calf. 


Now, as in the other nine Commandments, when: 


one great ſin is named, all of that ſort are intended to 
he forbid, ſo it is in this: To worſhip images is the ſin 
named, but under that we underſtand any other means 
or ways of worſhip, which God in his word doth not 
allow or appoint : hence we find the jealous God ſo 
oft ſeverely threatning men for ſuch worſhip as came 
not in his mand to require, Jer, xviii. 15—17. chap. xix. 
3—6. And as to idols, he not only forbids to ſerve them 
but contributing any way to maintain the worſhip of 
them, or doing any manner of thing in honour of 
them, 
Q. What then, is every fin again the ſecond cem. 

ment Idolatry ? 


A. No: no more than every luſtful 3 or glance | 
is groſs adultery ; but it partakes of its nature, and has 


ſome tendency to it: and we are not ſafe in the very ert 
motions that way. 

Q. What iatbat you call Juperſir it on ? 

A. That alſo approaches to Idolatiy, and ſeems to 
cor ſiſt in a fooliſh over-rating of ſome little things that 
men fancy in, or about God's worſhip, ſuppoſiu g there- 
| by to add more value or decenty thereto, or to help 


and furrher their own devotions, Ccl 1i. 11— 23. hence. 


they count certain days, ard places, and garments, 
and actions holy, which are not — holy by any in- 
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ſlitutioa of God; and after theſe have gained credit 
by tradition, weak minds grow fearful to worſhip God 
without them: This is bliad Py: and boring 
from vain preſumption alſo. 

Q. What worſhip is that you call —— ? 

A. Such religious worſhip as men deviſe in their own 
hearts, and per ſorm of their own meer wil}, being not 
required by God, 2 Chron. xxviii 3, 4. Iſa. xxix. 
13. making'it a matter of conſcience to do what God 
has not required, or to forbear doing what he bas not 
diſallowed, and ſo might be freely done. | 

Q. 1, God difpleaſed with will worſpip ? 

A. Sorely he is; for tho' fond men think that they 
honour him thereby, he ſays, they hate him, Exod. 
xx. F. and provoke him to jealouſy, like that of a huſ- 


_ band- agaiaſt his unchatte wife, Hof. ii. 2. 1 Cor. x. 


18: *Fis a weak conceit that we pleaſe God, when we 


only pleaſe our own vain minds; we pay the trueſt re- 


verence to God, when we are — fl. ĩctiy obedient to 
wat he ſays. win? 

Q. But ſeeing there are many things which God has not 
forbid, may not our rulers in Church and 8 tali com 
n things to be uſed f 

A. Troly, if ſo they will do, they ſhalt never liave 
done commanding, and many needleſs things will be 
impoſed, and become a burden : God knew when he 


had commanded enough, but men Will never know it. 


We ſay therefore, that in matters of worſhip, God has 
in genersl, forbid all humane addirions to his ordin- 
ances, Deut. iv, 2—6, Jer, vii. 29-31. It were im- 


Poſüble, aud impertinent. to name all particulars : He 


K 3 therefore 
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therefore leaves it to us to apply the ſaid law to all ſpe- 
cial caſes, God has not forbid me in his worſhip tb 
ſtand on one foot, or to wink with one eye, and ſhall 
man command this ? He, had not expreſſy forbid to 
carry his ark on a new car, yet. king David and his 
people ſinned greatly in ſo carrying it, 2 Sam. vi. 3, 7. 

and it was virtually forbid in his commanding other 
carriage of it, Num. iv. 15, No Church, nor prince 


may enjoin needleſs things at diſcretion, tho' they call 
them harmleſs, or ornamental: David knew from Deut. 


X11. 11. that God would have a houſe built for his name 
yet he had not ſaid, who ſhould do it, or when, or 


Where, Being therefore both a king, and a prophet, 
and now having gotten riches and leiſure for that work, 


it ſeems, he thought it became him freely to offer to 
build a ſuitable Temple for God's Ark, 2 Sam, vil. 2, 
3. and who ſo fit todo it as he? And, moreover, ano- 
ther prophet approved his , purpoſe, and God himſelf 
ſays, he did well, that it was in his heart: yet ſince 
God had given him no ſuch direction, he forbid him to 
proceed, by which it ſeems, no man may. be officious, 
or meddling in God's matters: the beſt miniſters. and 


1nagiſtrates muſt ſtay for his orders, or attempt no alter- 


ations about his worfhip. One is our maſter, even 


Chriſt, and him we muſt hear in all things, Marth. 
xxiii. 10. Act. Hi. 22, his Apoſtles durſt deliver and 


teach no more than they received of him, 1 Cor. xi. 
1—23. nor is ita juſt excuſe that men ſay, the inven- 
tions are for decency and edification, or. uniformity, or 


order: what God has thought needleſs to appoint, we 


cannot pretend to make neceſſary, Act. xv. 28, our main 
buſineſs 
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| Sony and in order, 1 Cor. xiqꝭ 40. 
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| buſineſs is to ſtudy, his word; and keep to that, concern- 


ing jall the forms, ordinances, and laws of his hoyſe, 


Ezek. xliii. 11. when we go once over thoſe bounds, 
we grow vain in our imaginations, and our 3 heart 
is darkened, Rom. i. 21, 22. 


Q. But are abe nt commanded by God, to do all things 


A. Yes, yes, rere ef 
mens, Matth. xxviii. 20. od's Word be judge 
what is decent, and we beg for obedience is bet- 
ter than ſacrifice: other ettciſe profits not, i Tim. 
iv. 8. nor do we tranſgreſs any rule of natural decency 


's order, 4 not 


by the plaineſs of A . without any 


humane ceremonies. 


Q. But ſure, you need not be /o ſerupulous to oe . in- 
different rites, which God has left to our liberty, and bar 
not forbid. 


A, I muft ſay again, that in bis bis. ae; 


he commands not, he virtually forbids ;. and we can- 
not be too careful in this, Num. xv. 37—41.. Deut. 


xi. 32. 2 Chron. xix. 3. therefore let theſe things be 
laid to heart. 

1. That as the Gentiles, counting images to be helps 
to devotion, did thereby corrupt themſelves, ſo did the 
Iſraelites after them, Pſal. cvi. 39. and God for their do- 
mag fo, counts them brutiſh, and vain, and mad, Exod. 
xxxii. 1, 4. Jer. x. 8—14. Chap. I. 38. others ſtill think 
it an advantage to their devotion to perform it before 
images, croſſes, and the like, but it is not really ſo ; for, 
however the weak mind is pleaſed, that betters not the 
heart; and there is no virtue or efficacy in any devices 


3 of 
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of men, to convey ſpiritual good to the worſhippers, de- | 


cauſe God has not promiſed to bleſs them. 

2. Mens calling the rites harmleſs or indifferent, ar- 
gues not that God will eount them fo ; for to deviſe and 
impoſe them, is rather to invade his peculiar right, 
Ezek. xliii. 7, 8. and we ſhould rather ſtop the begin- 
ning of diſorder, by our humble teſtimony againſt the 
vanity of arbitrary men; for by ſubſcribing to their or- 
dinances, we cannot otefirie religion undefiled, nor oor 
own conſcience pure and tender, 

3 If theſe affected rites be indifferent, and God has 
left them ſo, would it not become men likewiſe to leave 
them ſo ? or not to bind them upon us as terms neceſ- 


ſary to Communion, Act. xv. 24, 28, Whatever God 


has made neceſſary for us to obſerve, no other power 
can make indifferent; and what he did not fee fir fore 
way to command, no man may oblige us to, withobe 
lording it over God's heritage. Or, if any do ſo, and 
we crouch to their meer will, that would be a culpa- 
ble indifferency indeed; a hateful lukewarmneſs in the 
concern of God's honor, whoſe teftimonies we ſhould 
 zealouſly keep, and maintain our Chriſtian freedom, 
from the yokes that men would put on us, Gal. 11. 11, 
—v. 1. Moderition of ſpirit and temper becomes us 
all; but that conſiſts not in a carelels neutrality i in the 

cao le of God. | 
Q. But is there not need to Re IEP the worſhip of 
God to men by ſome ornaments, it being of itſelf ſo plain and 

homely ? 

J. Its no more homely or ſimple than the wiſdom of 
Chriſt left it, when he aboliſhed all the pomp of the 
ancient 
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ancient evi ceremonies ; but if we muſt fill have a- 
dornings, it were better to reſume thoſe, than open a 
door to the endleſs vanity of man; but why do we fill 
talk of beauty and ſplendor, when the glory of Goſpel 
ordinances and miniſtry is ſpirituel, and therein prefer- 
able to all outward pageantry, which God himſelf now 
calls, worldly and beggarly elements, 2 Cor, i lll, 10. 
Heb. ix. 1. Act. xv. 10. Gal. iv. . 

Q. Seeing that Chriſtians muſt worſhip n or in come 
panics, aobat terms has Chriſt fixed for our Communion in 


his ordinances. 

A. No other but thoſe in Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Vit, 
that being made his diſciples by his word preached, 
and thereupon baptized, we be then ready to do what- 
ever elſe he commands us, our great King and Judge 
muſt ſettle the terms of liſe and death for ſinners ; and 
ſo likewiſe the terms of our Church-Communion : No 
man therefore may require of us more than Chriſt re- 
quires, in order to our enjoying the liberty of his houſe 
and ordinances. If any deſire to come in, who are not 
viſible Saints, in reſpect of their knowledge, faith, and 
good converſation, thoſe for the honour of God, and 
good of the community, ovght to be kept back from 
ſpecial ordinances, till their viſible reformation, 1 Cor. 
v. 2, 7, 11. for as ſuch cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 10. ſo becauſe they hold not the bead, 
they cannot be of the body, 1 36. 3. 30 It. 

Q. If men may not give laws about God's worſhip , 


may they not, however, appoint officers to at therein; or 
ſettle the terms of admitting mento the miniſtry ? 


A. In this alſo Chriſt has prevented them, and ſu- 
 perſeded 
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perſeded their labour. He, the head of his Church, 
beſt knew what offices were requiſite to its order and 
edification ; and what qualifications were requiſite, to 
fuſtain and execute thoſe offices, and how they ſhould be 
called and admitted thereto, and his word has directed 
accordingly. 

Q. What officers or miniſters then has Chriſt ordained to 
continue in bis Church? 

A. Not Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangelifts, who with 
their extraordinary ſpiritual gifts, were neceſſary to plant 
the firſt Churches ; but elders or biſhops, to take the 
overſight of ü flocks of God, Act. xx. 17, 28. 
1 Tim. in. 1—7. theſe are called paſtors and teachers, 
Epheſ. iv. 11. and are to be aſſiſted in their miniſtra- 
tions by other elders that rule well, 1 Tim, v. 17. and 


by Deacons, 1 Tim. ii. 8—13, Phil. i. 1. and all theſe 
come under the general name of miniſters, i. e. officers 


that labour in the ſervice of Chriſt and his Church, r 


Cor. iv. 1. they work in his vineyard, and harveſt, Mat. 


ix. 38. and are no worldly Lords for domination and. 


eaſe, 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. 


Q. Is there not then a diſtindt order of Biſhops in Scrip - 


ture, ſet over the paſtors or minifters of many. particular. 


Churches ? 

A. In fact, there are ſuch Biſhops in che Papal Church: 
and in ſome of the reformed, aſſuming to themſelves the 
ſole exerciſe of diſcipline by their officers, who are meer 
humane creatures ; but we deny that Scripture knows 
any other Biſhops than the Paſtors of ſingle congrega- 
tions, or particular Churches, who are noted in Scrip- 
ture by their names, — gifts, and ordinary. work ; 

and 
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and men may appoint no more officers than Chriſt hath 
done; for our Lord Jeſus. hath in his perfect wiſdom, 
and love to his Church, appoitited all ſuch as he judged 
> ſufficient for its edification and well-being z and all the 
officers that he hath named we find neceſſary, but no 
more would be uſeful: yea, ſuperfluous officers would 
cumber the Society, as we ſee in the Anti- chriſtian Ba- 
bel; where, as there are five new Sacraments.* and in- 
numerable ceremonies, ſo a long tribe of officers not 
mentioned in all Scripture ; ſonie of them exerciſing a 
lordly authority over Churches and their-paſtors, by hu+ 
mane laws and terrors, like worldly princes, i n 
for worldly ends. 
Q How ſhould ordinary few be 2 in every Church ? 
A. Perfons qualified for, and well affected to the 
work, ſhould be brought to it by the deliberate voices 
or votes of the brethren in every Church, and their 
. own free acceptance of that call, AQ, vi. 5.—xiv. 23. 
xv. 22. 2 Cor. viii. 19 to 22. their abilities ſhould firſt 
þ | be ſubmitted to competent. judges, and, at laſt,- they 
2 muſt be ſet apart for their ofhces in the face of the Church 
by ſolemn prayer with faſting, and laying on of hands 
Act. xiii, 3. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
4: Q. N 3 paſtors are prepared and We ſhould Fg 
; i not be obliged to wear ſome particular habit, and in officia+ 
1 tings to wear a white ede of myſtical fignifitation'? 
"2 A. From 
= F Thoſe who profeſs to make the ſacred Scripture their rule, would di 
wwe l / to conſider why they uſe new and unſcriptural names to expreſs Chriſtian 
3 1 . ordinances. Sacrament is an unſcrittural term. It has often been ap- 


” plied to very mn ſcriptural Purpoſes. Tt proper ly belongs ro the eorrupt 


| and apoſtate Church of — and — — not Proteſtants leave it 
' © evith ber? 
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A. From the beginning of Chriſlianity it was not ſo ; 
John Baptiſt aſed a very plain and "homely hab't, and 
we read of no coat that Peter had after his calling, but 
his fiſhet's- coat, only our Lord Jeſus 'cloathed him and 
the other Apoſtles with another ſpirit. When God pre- 
ſcribed holy garments, fringes and ribbons, his peo- 
ple obediently uſed them, as alſo ointments, perfumes 
and bells, being ſhadows of good things to come, all 
which the Goſpel ſuperſedes. Symbolical garments 7 
men deviſed in later ages without warrant, and ſome re- 
tain them in complement to ſuperſtitious papiſts ; bot 
the beſt reformed Churches abroad do impoſe no ſack | 
garments, and they were always an offence to the moſt 
"I of our own. $3 

Q. God hawing /et apart his 3 day to be kept boly, © fi 
5 not men ſet apart other dayt, and time to be holy, ſuch 


as Ember Mels, han C eh Fe fer, and n a 


Day: ” — 
A. God having faid, er days gan thow labour: ro 17 


cept when his providence calls to occafional faſting r 


feaſting) it ſeems to be a great preſumption for men to 19 
ſay, you ſhall not labour fix days, but five, or four, r 


thiee ; or to call any times or days, by faints'names, or 
to ordain anniverſary-days, as ſacred to certain exerci- 


ſes, when providence may often call to the contrary, 
As to: Chriſt's forty days faſt, it was hat once, and h's 
diſciples pretended not to follow him in it; and if we 


| do, tis will-wormnip. y 
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171 Te: 1217 231 Cini 
W. Of hne HUMANE DEVICES about public 
PRAYERS and SACRAMENTS. 


N W 4 T is einifers ordinary FOR 2 

A. To diſpenſe all Chriſt's ordinances accord- 

ing to his direction, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2, eſpecially the word 
and prayer, AR. vi. 4. 1 Pet. v. 2. 

Q. Should the minifter be tied to per form public prayer by 


* certain humane form? 


A. The word no where ſaith ſo ; and if there be any 


5 good uſe of preſcribed forms or litorgies, and any Chri- 


ſtians need them, ſurely, able miniſters do not; or if 
ſome do, that's no warrant to impoſe them on all 
Churches, and all miniſters for conſtant uſe ; which 
ab;idges their liberty, and forbids the uſe of their ſpi- 
ritual gifts for ſuch ends as Chriſt gave them, 1 Cor. 
xiv, 14, 15. 1 Epheſ. iv. 7, 11,12. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 

Q: How then ſhould public prayer be performed? 

A. One fit and choſen perſon, or miniſter muſt ſpeak 
in the name of the congregation, as God ſhall help him; 
ſo the maſters of aſſemblies ever uſed a grave and com- 
ly freedom-in repreſenting all their caſes and concerng 
to God, They were never ſtiuted to other mens words 
which might be very unfit to expreſs the ſenſe of their 


>} hearts. We read how Moſes and Samuel, David and 


Solomon 
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Solomon, Hezekiah, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, 
and Nehemiah prayed in free words, ſuiting their ſe- 
veral occaſions. So did Abraham and Jacob long be- 
fore, Gen. xviii. 23—33. chap, xxxii. 9—12, when 
there could be no forms, for there were no books in the 


world; ſo Gen. iv. 26. Thus prayed Chriſt himſelf, 


Joh. xvii. and thus did his Apoſtles as the ſpirit gave 
them utterance, AR. ii. 4. with, Act. iv. 24. and ſo 
pray all the martyrs of Jeſus, Rev. vi. 10. 

Q Did not Chriſt uſe to pray oft in the ye avords ? 
Matth. xxv1. 44. | 

A. 1, Perhaps in that prayer he might repeat the 


ſame words: It was in his liberty ſo to do, and ſo it 


may fall out, that any of us may often uſe any words 


of David, or of Chriſt, or of any former ſaint, in caſes 


to which thoſe words may be ſuitable. But 


2. Its not true, that in Chriſt's prayer in the garden, 
he repeated the ſame exact words; but in the ſame 


caſe he urged the ſame arguments, in words. to the 
ſame effect: The Greek text means no more; and that 
is, the ſame that we contend for. 


Q. But John Baptiſt taught his diſciples to pray, Luke + 


xi. 1. and our Saviour preſcribed a form to his alſo, Mat. 
vhts 

A. Yet even in that, 1. Matthew and Luke recite 
different words in the 4th and 5th petitions; and one 
of them omits the whole concluſion of that prayer; how 


then can any plead that he ſet them a preciſe form? His 


diſciples never underſtood him to command them to uſe 
the ſame words, for we no where find that ever they 
ws did 
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did ſo; nor counted thoſe more ſacred or effectual than 
other words, as ignorant people dream, 

2. Yet many Diſſenters chuſe to end their prayer 
in thoſe ſummary words, as the old Weſtminſter Direc- 
tory adviſed ; and none of us preſume to judge their li- 
berty therein : Nay, we would all readily do the ſame 
did it appear that our Lord meant ſo to renne 
to us. 

3. But if the Lord Jeſus had impoſed a form of his 
own making, that were no warrant for men to impoſe 
theirs, which every domineering party affect to do, af- 
ter they have ſtuffed their Liturgies, like their Creede, 
with all their own darling notions and fancies. 

4. There would be no colour for theſe grievous re- 
ſtraints and impoſitions, if due care was taken by all 
Churches to provide able and faithful miniſters, taught 
of God, and full of the Holy Ghoſt. Such paſtors might 
as well be truſted to ſpeak their own words in prayer, 
23 in ſermons, 1 Cor. 1. 4, 5. A freedom in either 
may and will be abuſed, if God leaves men to their own 


4 folly and corruptions. No man in this world can avoid 


all imperfeQions or inconveniencies. Let us keep as 
near as we can to God's direQion, craving the aid of 
his ſpirit in all we do, and we ſhall be ableto offer him 
what he will not deſpiſe, tho? men ſhould, Zech. xii. 
10. Mal. i. 11. 

5. Our Saviour, when he delivered that form of 
Prayer, told alſo the true occaſion, reaſon, and uſe there- 
- of, in Matth. vi. 7. namely, to forbid mens levities, im- 
pertinencies, and vain repetitions, like thoſe of the 

D heathen, 
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heathen, who thought to be heard for their much ſpeak - 
ing; which others may do well'to conſider, who are 
obliged by the rubric ſometimes to repeat the Lord's- 
prayer ſeven or eight times in the ſame morning or even- 
ing ſervice, in diſtinct offices; ſymbolizing too much 
with Papiſts, in multiplying their Tmer-Noller” s and 
Ave-Maria's. 

Q. What is praying in, with, or by the ſpirit ? 

A. We never there';y meant or pretended (as ſome 
falſty 1mpute to us) that the Holy Ghoſt immediately 
inſpires us, or ſuggeſts to us the words that we utter in 
free-prayer ; but that in the uſe of our rational facul- 


ties to repreſent our own caſe unto God, we have, and 
depend on that ordinary aſſiſtance of God's good ſpirit 
in Rom. viii. 26. and Jude 20. to offer up to God our 


juſt deſires in a ſpiritual or gracious manner, from a 
deep ſenſe of our fin and miſery, and of his rich pro- 
viſions for us in Chriſt, Now in public prayer, words 
muſt be uſed either free or preſctibed ; and we ſay, that 


the ſpirit who gives the grace to pray fincerely, doth 


alſo grant a gift of neceſſary utterance in prayer, toipeak 
fitly and ſuitably, from the abundance of a heart war- 
med by him. All our worſhip ſhould be in ſpirit, Joh. 
iv. 23. but his aid therein is ſuch as conſiſts with hu- 
mane imperfections, elſe no man can ſay there is now 
any ſpiritual performance in the world. It is therefore 


an ignorant ſlander on our way, to ſay thit we pretend. 


to more infallibility than they, who in one of their 
forms pray God to cleanſe their hearts by inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, A well inſtructed ſpiritual man will 


eaſily 


* 1 
3 . 
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eaſily find apt words to ſpe k all his heart to God; and 
us no great matter whether he {peak in words that he 
or others had uſed before, or not: his underſtanding 
and ſpiritual feeling can beſt tell him what to ſay, and 


the anointing promiſed in 1 Joh. ii. 27. gives a mea- 


ſare of ſuch underſtanding, even to Chhriſt's little ones, 
v. 28, he makes the heart of the raſh to underſtand. 
knowledge, the tongue of the ſtammerer to ſpeak plain- 
ly, Iſa. xxxii. 4. and copioully too, if need be, Act. iv. 
24. but to ſtint ſuch a man to a ſet of words, ſeems to 
reſtrain, and ſo far quench that operation of the ſpirit 
in prayer, that it becomes ſcarce a reaſonable ſervice, 
or is apt to degenerate into a dead formality. If any in 
praying by ſtinted forms, do avoid ſuch harms, we judge 
not their liberty, and beſeech them not to — nor 
jodge ours. 
Q. But is not this way of free prayer a new PAD to 

went error and ſelition ? 

A. Men that walk'in flaaders uſe to ſay ſo, ſpeaking 
evil of what they anderſtand not, and thats no news. 
Rom. ni. 8. Jude 10. but to pray without any book or 
form, muſt be older than praying by a book, becauſe | 
men did pray above 2000 years before there was a book 


in the world. And if it be ſo, that any do in free pray- 


er vent their ertors and paſſions, yet this we are ſure of, 


that others do not, and the moſt violent ſticklers for im- 


poſing of forms, have purpoſely ſpread the moſt groſs 
corruptions thereby, as witneſs the Maſs-Book, ſo full 
of abominable impieties. It's no great matter what 
men ſay, who are ſtrangers to the way of the ſpirit in 

WS | Prayer, | 
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prayer, and to that unity of the ſpiritin the Church of- 


Chriſt, Epheſ. iv. 4, 6. We endeavour that our pray- 
ers be ſober and ſcriptural, or in words which the Holy 
Ghoſt teacheth ; we lament our weakneſſes, but find 
no cure in ſtinted forms, in which we ſee there may be 
much vanity, defects, confuſion, and manifold harm to 
religion. 

Q. Is it not beff bowewver, that Sacraments be adm- 
niſtred by tinted forms ? 

4. We know no ſpecial reaſon for that, but keep 
therein, as near as we can to divine rule, without any 
unſcriptural mixtures, 


Q. bat jay you of that form of ue preſcribed in 


our Liturgy ® 

A. 1. The miniſter being tied up to every word that 
he muſt ſay, no room is left to edify the people, by a- 
dapting his diſcourſe to the neceflities of the company, 
and that's hard. 

2. No Public Baptiſm, no not of perſons adult, is 
allowed without God-fathers and God-mothers to the 
party baptized ; whereas parents are the proper per- 


ſons to take hold on God's covenant for their houſholds, 


and to engage before God and his Church, for their 


pious education, yet are not accepted ; other ne * 


is but mockery. 


3. In that form it is affirmed, That it is certain by 15 
the word of God, that children baptized, and dying be- 
fore actual ſin, are undoubtedly ſaved. To us this is 


not evident by the ward of God. 


1 All the baptized muſt be ſigned with the ſign of 
the 


. . 5 
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the croſs, for a myſtical ſigniſcation (as is expreſſed in 
the book) no where warranted ia ſcripture, This doth 
greatly countenance the ſuperſtitious papiſts in their 
uſe of eruciſixes, croſſes, and numberleſs croſſings of 
themſelves, This craſs is but aity, and many ſay, 
what harm can it do? As much as the mouth's kiſſiag 
the hand, in Job xxxi, 27. or other vain rites. Is it 
no harm to ſymbolize with idolaters? No harm to bring 
mens traditions into God's worſhip ? No harm to do 
what no man can do in faith, for want of divine war- 
rant? Nay rather, what good can it do? ſeeing there 
is no promiſe of God to bleſs mens devices, Rom. xiv, 
23. He ſpake not a word for it, 2 Sam, vii, 7. 

5. From this croſs men go to many mon, as in the 
other ſacrament, Tc, 

Q. Where ſhould baptiſm be adminiftred ? 

A. Where the word, and other ordinances are diſ- 
penſed, Matth. xxvifi. 19. John baptized when and 
where he preached, as Mar. i. 4,—$S. Joh. iii. 23, 


and thither Chriſt came to be baptized, not diſdaining 


the company who attended that miniſtry, nor ſending 
for the miniſter to come home to him. The Apoſtles 
ſo biptized, for ought appears, where they fi:ſt preach- 
ed, AQ. ji. 41. ſo did Philip baptize the eunuch on the 
way, AR, viii. 36. ſo Paul baptized the jailor in his 
houſe, where he then preached to him, Act. xvi. 32. 
33—XxX11, 12—16, Whenever preachiog was public, 
{-> was the baptizing. 


O86. Bat there cannot be in every congregation wa- | 


ter enough to dip in. 
Dx. 4. 
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A. Therefore none ſhould urge a neceſſity of ſo much 
water, when 'tis but for a ſign ; not only plunging, but 
any other ſort of waſhing with water is called baptiz- 
Ing ; and no man ever did, or can prove, that any bap- 
tized perfon mentioned in ſcripture, was ſo plunged 
or buried alive: we deny not, that in ſome caſes, plung- 
ing may be lawful, when it can be convenient; but 
men mult not affirm what they cannot prove : John and 
Jeſus went to, or into the water, and came up from the 
water: Philip and the eunuch did fo ; both the bapti- 
zer and baptized did alike : but if either we can read 
Greek, or read Engliſh, unto, or into the water, is not 
under the water: and if ſo, we may baptize where- 
ever we can preach ; tho? many learned writers on Rom. 
vi. 4. do vainly imagine, that the Apoſtle alludes to 
ſuch a practice. 

Q. May none then in time of liberty be baptized in pri- 
vate houſes ? 

A. We ſay not ſo neither; if convenient perſons be 
there aſſembled, ſo that the purity and dignity of the 
ordinance be preſerved, and its main ends anſwered ; 
but it is not ſo ſafe, nor honourable, nor edifying : 
Baptiſm is the public token of a perſon's being recei- 
ved into God's Church and covenant ; ſo is molt pro- 
per to be in the face of the whole aſſembly, even for the 
preater comfort and benefit of the parties baptized, by 
the joint prayer of the Church; but in private corners, 
fond men may bring in ſuperſtitious novelties undiſ- 
cerned : The liturgy orders baptiſm to be public, ex- 

cept there be neceſſity of expedition, by apparent dan- 
© | ger 
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ger of death. This leads weak people into that po- 
piſh conceit of the abſolute need of baptiſm to ſalva- 
tion; but we ſhould avoid ſuch occaſions : Hence in 
| fore: well-ordered proteſtant Churches, where ſome 
of the pariſh live far from the Church, and cannot 
bring their infants to the aſſembly in very ſharp ſeaſons, 
they judge, that they are not obliged to have them bap- 
tized, till they can ſafely bring them in a milder ſea. 
ſon, Otherwiſe we think, that needleſs delays are to 
be blamed and avoided, tho? grace and ſalyation are 
not tied to baptiſm. 

Q. Should the Lord's Supper be as publicly celebrated ? 
And net given at home to perſons fick, or dying, to quicken 
their faith and love. 

A. The Lord's Supper is a ſolemn Church-ordinance, 
appointed for believers, to feaſt together on Chrift 
crucified, Math. xxvi. 26. AQ. ii. 42. 1 Cor. xt. 
20 to 33. We never in ſcripture find it uſed, but in 
the Church or aſſembly, AR. xx. 7. therefore the cuſ- 
tom of private communion is unwarranted, and the 
very terms are hardly good ſenſe, 1 Cor. x, 16. and | 
the private adminiſtrations are not ſcriptural nor ſafe ; 
nor can anſwer all the proper ends: But this was one 
of the early deviations from primitive rule and practice, 
and by degrees let in the groſs idolatry of private maſ- 

"oe Wherefore, as the reformed churches generally 
rejected theſe private communions, ſo ſhould we: St. 
Paul preſcribes, that it be obſerved when the Church 
is met together in one place; for one myſtery of it is 
to repreſent and preſerve the union of the Chriſtian 
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body to Chriſt its buad, and the bn vor munion 
of all the members with him, 3nd with er 
So that the more ſolemu end pit be, bill it is che 
better. | 

OZ. But will you deny a dying zurilan this bene- | 


fit and comfort, when deſired at name! 


A. 1. We deny the ſick nothing that Chriſt allows 
them then. 

2. But the comſort they need, is not tied to this or- 
dinance, nor is to be expected from the meer work in 
any ordinance, but oaly when it 1s adminiſtred in God's 
way, or according to his inititution, 

3. Many lick chriſtians find all fit ſupplies of Grace 
then, without this; which if the Apoſtle had thought 


proper for ſupporting the ſick, he would ſurely have 


mentioned together with prayer by the elders, &c. Jam. 
v. 14, 15. I 

4. Seeing it appears not by a divine precept or pre- 
cedent, that this ſeal of the covenant mey be adminiſ- 


tred but in the congregation of the faithful ; whenever 


God's providence hinders any to attend there, He dis- 
charges from that duty, and we pervert che providence, 
if we make it an occaſion to depart from the written 
rule ; what we ſo do, cannot be in faith, and ſo we are 
like to miſs the benefit that we ſeek diſorderly, The 


graces of the ſick would be moſt exerciſed and aſſiſted 


by means that could then be properly afforded, and by 
a ſerious recollecting of former enjoy ments in this, 
or other ordinances. Judicious know this, and reſt 
ſatisfied; weak chriſtians ſhould be better inform- 
ed, rather than indulged in this unwarranted fancy, 
Two or three perſons eating in a ſick chamber do ill re- 

| | {-:iole 
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ſemble a catholic feaſt of love and joy ; let us then keep 
to the inſlitution, and ſo preſerve the dignity and re- 
verence due to this ſacrament in ſolemn aſſemblies. 
Its better thus to walk with the beſt reformed churches, 
and the beſt inſtructed chriſtians, than to tread in the 
ſteps of the ignorant and ſuperſtitious, who were always 
moſt fond of private ſacraments. 

5. Tho' ſome of the ancients did fend part of the 
conſecrated bread and wine to the ſick, by the hand of 
their friends, that makes no warrant for us; and it 1s 
of more weight with us, that the Apoſtles never did ſo; 
nor do we know of any Diſſenters that practice ſuch 
communions z and them we ſhould not unneceſſarily 
offend. | | | 

Q. What 45 you Blame in the public form of adminiftring 
the Lord's ſupper ? 

A. 1. By that rubric, all perſons confirmed by the 
bihop ſhould preſently come to the Lord's Table; 
whereas many ſuch want neceſſary qualifications, or 
cannot examine themſelves, nor diſcern the Lord's bo- 
dy; and yet the miniſter muſt receive all. | 

2. It is much worſe, if any notoriouſly ungodly are 
compelled to come there, to be qualified for any world- 
ly buſineſs or office, civil or military : Its a ſnare to the 
wicked to devour that which is holy. And as God's 
ordinance 1s thereby proſtituted to purpoſes he never 
deſigned it, ſo unworthy receivers are like to be there - 
= by hardened in their ſtate, as if it was good, ſeeing 
; they are in all Church-privileges equalled to the beſt. 
And 3s it not hard upon the miniſter too, that he muſt 


apply 
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apply that ſeal of ſalvation to the ſame im penitent per- 
ſons, at the Lord's Table, whom in faithſul preach- 
ing the word, he muit pronounce to be in a ſtate of 
damnation ? 
3. Not to ſay any more of ſtint'np the miniſter by 
an impoſed form, which leaves no place for diverſity 
of gifts, (for Barnabas and Poanerges are hereby equal- 
led, except it be iu the different tone of voice in read- 
ing) it hath, at lealt, an appeatance of evil, that all 
receivers muſt in that att kneel before the bread and 
wine, as papidts do before their idol, This practice 
gives ſcandal to thoſe idolators, and ſo doth our call- 
ing the table an altar, as they do, who pretend to 
oſfer on it an unbloody ſacriſice for the living and the 
dead. 

2. But kneeling is a 1 ef Bum reverence, be- 
coming Gods xvo:ſpip : Why then fhuuld wwe not receive 
the 2 857 kneeling ? | 


.. Our plailing God, and hearing, his word are 
would you therefore oblige us tO knee! therein ? Sure 
all acts of worſhip require not the ſame poſture. 

2. Our bleſſed Lord did not by his word or example 
preſcribe, or commend that kneeling : both He and. 
bis diſciples uſed the ſame cullomary iable-geſture, as 
moſt ſyitable to a feaſt of friends, that's like to the 
heavenly banquet, wherein ali ace ſaid to fit down, 
Luke xiii. 29.—x1iv. 8.--xXul. 30. and ſo he did at 
that very table, where he inſtituted this ſupper, Mat. 
xXvi. 20, 26. now Chrift's pattern is all the poſitive 

rule 
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rule we have in the word, to direct us herein: and we 
ſee, that kneeling is contrary to it: Sitting is not kneel- 
IN | 

3. Kneeling in that very act ſeems contrary to the 
nature and end of the ordinance ; which is to comme- 
morate our Saviour's precious death, as it is effectual 
to our redemption and reconciliation ; and therefore 
it ſhould be done in a feſtival manner, as the Jews. 
ſeaſted on their Propitiatory Sacrifices, eating them 
before the Lord. 

1 4. Tho' we grant, that all holy reverence is due in 
all our attendance oa God, yet, that act of receiving, 
or of eating and drinking at the Lord's table, is not 
properly an act of adoration, and why ſhould it be in 
a geſture of adoration? Our Lord was then giving teſ- 
timony of his love, in a way of familiarity and con- 
deſcenſion; as we ſee in Joh. xiii. 23, 25. and in ſach 
a caſe we find David went into the tabernacle, and fat 

don before the ark of God, in a tranſport of holy 
admiration, 2 Sam. vii. 18. 

5. Fooliſh ſuperſtition brought in this unſcriptural 
practice, as other voluntary humilites before, Col. ii. 
18, and by degrees it grew 1ato the proffeſt of all po- 
p:ih idolatries, vi. the ſacrifice of the Maſs : Now its 
ſtrange, that Proteſtants will retain, and impoſe any 
thing that doth countenance or ſymbolize with it 
for this kneeling is done in a reſpect to the eiements 
preſent, and would not elſe be done; but that reſpect 
is not due to the elements or ſigns of Chriſt's body and 
blood; nor was any ſuch reſpect ever paid under the 

| law, 
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law, to any of the ſacred inſtruments, which God ho- 
noured with his viſible glory. 

6. Admitting that any who are ſo perſuaded may 
in ſome circumſtances innocently kneel at the Lord's 
table; why ſhould that be required of others, who 
judge or fear it to be ſin? Is not that too bold an in- 
vaſion on the liberty of Chriſtians? The wiſe and 
faithful Apoſtle Paul, even in things lawful would not 
be'brought under the power of any. Why then muſt 
this be enforced, without evidence of the mind of 
Chriſt? We in ſitting at the Lord's table are perſuad- 
ed that we do nothing indecent, but pay even all bo- 
dily reverence that's ſuitable to that occaſion, 

7. It ſeems to us very unwarrantable and eruel, to 
exclude any children of God from their father's table, 
becauſe they dare not offend him by becoming ſervants 


of men. | 
Q. Will you then bear with others in kneeling ? 


A. We do ſo; but we warn them to take heed ; for 
Papiſts charge them with idolatry for bowing down and 
worſhipping before a meer creature, as they do before 
the Lord himſelf, whom they ſuppoſe to be there really 
preſent; and we are afraid, that they border upon this 
fin, tho? they intend it not: However, they ſhould no 
way give ſcandal to us, nor to the papiſts, 1 Cor. x, 
32 33. 

Q: Hoa oft is the Lord's Aer to be adminiſtred and 
received ? 

A, We have no . for that : ſome Churches 
think it beſt to have it ſeldom, and with greater ſolem- 
nity aud concourſe of great multitudes, as at the old 
EL 
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paſſover z we find ſome of the ancients uſed it every 
day, or at leaſt every Lord's day when they met ; and 
this is much favoured by AR. ii. 46.——xx. 7. The mo- 
dern common prattice hereof is more like to that of the 
Jewiſh new moons. In this we claim and uſe a liberty ; 
but we know no rule at all to affix this ordinance to 
ſame ſeaſons or ſabbath in a year, as Chriſtmas, Eaſter, 
&c. as if thoſe were more holy than other ſabbaths. 


V. Of NOvELTY and $CHISMy charged on oer rejeQting 
MENS DEVICES, 


Q. W HEN we read, that very ancient Charches ob- 
ſerved ſome rites not mentioned in ſcripture : and 

that ſome fathers and councils then taught ſo, ſhould not wwe 
eb/erve the ſame, in honour to venerable antiquity ?P 

A. 1. Such antiquity, if it were genuine, is no part 
of divine ſcripture, and ſo could be no rule or warrant 
for us; Chriſtian traditions of elders can be no better 
authority than the Jewiſh, which our Saviour ſo often 
and ſharply reproved ; God's word is our perfe& and 
only rule, by adhering to which, we ſhut the door 
_ againſt the beginnings of evil. 

2. All that pretended antiquity i is but old innova- 
tion, or deviation from primitive rule ; which ſcrip- 
ture ſhews, would be very early, 1 Tim. ir. 1. yea, 
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that even in the Apoſtles days the myſtery of iniquity 
began to work, 2 Theſſ. ii. 7. 1 Joh. ii. 18. We 
muſt take heed of ſeducing ſpirits, how ancient ſo- 
ever they may be, 1 Joh. iv. 1. 


3. Generally unſeriptural rites can be traced to a 


much later original than is pretended, as men learned 


in antiquity have ſhewn ; ſtill truth is older than error, 
and antiquity without truth is but ancient error; yes, 
even if it were found in Polycarp or Ignatius ; or the 
conſtitutions that Mr, Whiſton now beaſts to be Apoſ- 
tolical. Some became fond of novelties very early, 
which others now reverence as ancient uſages; and 
charge us with noveity for our returning to Goſpel- 
kmplicity. So lirael turned quickly away from their 
God, while Moſes was but 40 days in the mount, Exod. . 
xXXx11, 8, but Moſes ground their calf to powder, tho? 
Aaron had made it, and that of gold: From the be- 
ginning it was not ſo. 

4. The firſt-fruits of mens urging others to uſe theſe 
ancient rites, as croſſes, knzeling, Lent, Eaſter, &c. 
were offences, contentions, perſecutions, and ſchiſms ; 
from all which, Chriſtians ſhou!d have learned to ſtand 
more inawe of the word, and be tender of primitive 
purity, and ſo pluck up the roots of theſe miſchiefs. 
Behold how great a matter a little fire kindleth, as 
Jem. iii. 5. We' muſt return the charge of novelty 
on Gur accuſers, believing that better antiquity is on 
our fide. 7 

Q. How can that be, when * greater numbers of the 
rulers ars again/t your way, even the wiſe and the learned 
a 
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who have the beſt advantages to know the ſenſe of anti- 
quity f 

A. Certainly Chriſt was in the right, tho? the es 
and the learned in the law were againſt him, Joh. vii. 
48. and tho? the Samaritans pleaded antiquity againſt 
the purer Jews, Joh. iv. 20. When corruptions get 
into ſuch credit, we can only bear our humble teſti- 
mony againſt them, Iſa. viii. 11, 13. we therefore 
take up our croſs,. and peaceab'y withdraw from ſuch 
ſocieties as will not remove offences, and by Goſpel 
rules gather ourſelves into ether diſtin Churches, un- 
der our own paſtors, Cant. 1, 7, 8. Rev. xvni. 4. 
There is indeed one piece of very great antiquity againſt 
as, viz, the enforcing of humane devices by woridly 
penalties ; or proſecuting them that dare not comply. 
A practice too like that in Gal. iv. 29. In that caſe, 
we muſt fear God and his diſpleaſure rather than men, 
and in obſerving his ordinances, we muſt commit all 
our worldly intereſts to his pleaſure, 

Q. Is ut not ſchiſm to ſeperate from a national Church 
ot abliſhed by law, and preſerving the eſſentials of true re- 
ligion ? : 1 # e 

A. Schiſm and ſchiſmaticks are the great bugbear 
words: But we ſeparating peaceably from ſuch a church 
for unſcriptural impoſitions, are no more guilty of 
ſchiſm, than the Proteſtants were in coming out of the 
Romiſh Babylon for other corruptions impoſed; It 
was their indiſpenſible duty to Chrift their Lord, and 
to their own ſouls to depart from a communion ſo very 
polluted, tho” the papiſts to this day. call it damnable 
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fchifm. Let our accuſers clear — and they 
clear us. 
|. 04j. The Diſſenters caſe is not the ſame ; for the 
Conformiſts impoſe not ſuch things as papiſts do. 
A. True: not fo many and grievous corruptions 
but the reaſons of their and our impoſitions are much 
-alike ; for if men have authority to enjoin the uſing of 
one unſcriptural rite, they may ten of the ſame ſort ; 
and if we comply to practiſe one ſuch injun&ion, why 
not two, or twenty ? But bow then are we ſubje to 
Chriſt our king and head ? Or how ſhall we anſwer 
it to our great and jealous God? Some indeed ſay, they 
have a latitude or liberty to do what others dare not; 
but reAitude or ſtraitneſs is the mark of God's way; 
for it is not broad, Matth, vii. 13, 14. Some take a 
liberty, becauſe they love eaſe and peace more than 
truth: They miſtake their liberty, who ſtudy conveni- 
ency, till they run in the borders of apoſtacy, We 
have hitherto contended for purity of ordinances, and 
caſting all that out of God's temple whereby it is pol- 
| Juted ; others who ſee not in the ſame light, venture 
10 call us ſchiſmaticks for preſſing forward without 
them in a good work; but we plead no? guilty, and ap- 
peal to God: Hereſies and ſchiſms are works of the 
Beſh, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Gal. v. 19, 20. and its plain 
enough to any perſons of ſenſe and candor, that no car- 
nal or worldly intereſt eould biaſs us to chuſe he way 
of poverty and contempt. 
Q. But you break the peace and unity of the Church ; 
and weaken our common intergf ; and is not that ſchiſm ? 
A. We cannot help men's thus Judging, who do not 
conſider 
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conſider wherein the unity of the Church conſiſts, Eph: 
iv. 3—6. iv. 3—6. elſe they might do much to re- 
ſtore it. If a ti broken, tis. not we that do it; 
For, it ith carats v3) | ade 
1. If our way is ſeparation, we cannot wald it, as 
the impoſers might; we are bound in conſcience,: and 
by the ſecond commandment, as we underſtand it, to 
do what we do, for preſerving purity of worſhip; and 
we do it inoffenſively as we can; but we cannot keep 
to a divine rule, by continuing among them, who wor- 
ſhip partly by another rule. 
2. Yet we agree with them, in more and Wer 
things than we differ about; and generally our lives 
do not more diſhonour our profeſſion; and we pre- 
ſerve true charity for them, who ha ve little for us; 
therefore cannot condemn ourſelves of ſchiſm, like that 
in 1 Cor, iii. 3, 4. and it ſeems but equal, that men 
ſhould ceaſe to burden our conſciences with needlets 
things, which if we durſt do, would make us no bet- 
ter Chriſtians ; and if againſt our conſciences, would 
certainly make us worſe, or hypocrites indeed, Gal. ii. 
18. They can ſafely yield that which we cannot ſafe- 


ly do; and yet excommunicate us for not doing: What > 


Would they that we ſhould not worſhip God eat all, ra- 
ther than not do it in their ſuſpected form? n ab 
a ſchiſm enſue, the ſault is not in us. 

at then, wwould you throw: I 27 th 2 
ration on Church? 1 

A. Be it ſo, that our e ate to be 1 the, 
Church, cur WO:k is not to jectiminate; would we 

E 2 all 
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all be ſubjec to Chriſt in his word (which is the true 


Proteſtant principle) and charitable to one another, 
the ſchiſm would ceaſe, if not the ſeparation alſo. We 
take the ceremonies to be a dangerous relique of po- 
pery; others do not think ſo: They will practice them, 
we expect our freedom to let them alone. The rule 
in this caſe is plain, Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 13, 15. there 


will ever be need of this hberty, ſo long as wife and 


good men ſee but in part: Chriſt has made nothing 


neceſſary to communion, but that we obferve his eom- 


mands, Maith. xxviii. 20. and who hall alter his eſta- 
bliſhment ? The Apoſtles in a ſolemn affembly held 
on this occaſion, determined by the Holy Ghoſt to 
give no countenance to an impoſing ſpirit, AR. xv. 10, 
28. and pray let it be well noted, that theſe infalhble 
men decided that queſtion only by Scripture, which 
ſpake of calling the gentiles into the Charch, but not a 
word of impoſing the ceremonial yoke on their necks ; 
ſee ver. 14, 15, 16, 17, 24. God took down that par- 
tition-wall ; do not they cauſe ſeparation, who ſet it 
up anew ? 

Q. Would you then have the cauſe between 3 
and non-conformiſts judged only by Scripture ? 

A. Ves; only by fair ſcripture, where every poor | 
Chriſtian may ſearch and know the ſentence, as it con- 
cerns him. Some do really decline this tribunal, and 
would be judged by ancient fathers and councils. This 
is to lead plain Chriſtians into a wood : They can 
read and underſtand plain Scripture, but can never 
tarn over thoſe numerous volumes, and if they could, 

yet 
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yet it remains doabtful to this day, which of the an- 
cient writings are pure and genuine; later men hay- 
ing been ſo ſelfiſhly buſy and bold in additions, alter 
ations, and all ſorts of ſorgeries. 

Q. But db mit you ſhun the judgment of thoſe who lived 
neareſt the Apofiles, and beſt knew their minds, becauſ 
they are againſt you ? 

A, No: not ſo neither. We know what the fathers 
variouſly write ; and we know from Scripture as much 
of the Apoſtles mind and practice, as God thought fit, 
for the conſtant uſe of the church; but what others of 
the very next ages wrote, is. not of like authority ; 
However, we doubt not, the pureſt antiquity ſpeaks for 
us, as the learned Blondell, Calderwood, Gilleſpye, 
_ Clarkſon have abundantly ſhewn, in the two main 
points of Epiſcopacy and Liturgies ; and more lately 
Sir PeterKing and Mr. Lawder. Some humane cere- 
monies were indeed early received ; but that was only 
by ſome, and not impoſed on any, till the . myſtery of 
iniquity grew ſtronger. Corruptions ſoon crept into 
the Chriſtian Church, which do now work as old tea- 
ven : Are they ever the better for being now grey-head- 
ed! or becauſe ſome fathers record them? Or will 
any man tell us, who made the fathers our judges ? Or 
aſſure us, what was their judgment? Is it poſſible 

for men of ingenuity to urge us with the fathers, till 
| they have better anſwered what Monſieur Daillee, and 

Dr. James have publiſhed of the contradictions and 
corruptions of the fathers ? Give us then fincere ſerip- 
tare of divine inſpiration to end all queſtions ; elſe 
| | plain 


- 
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Plain Chriſtians can never know where they are, nor 
find their way. We can truſt no other guides or judges, 
ſeeing the very firſt writers after the Apoſtles were but 
fallible as the next, and have ſuffered great injuries 
by worſe followers, If we ſhould allow the fathers to 
be interpreters of Scripture for us, that would lead us 
into endleſs diviſions and confuſions. It remains then, 
that the fathers can only ſerve as witneſſes of fact in 
their own times ; and that we ſhall allow, when any 
can produce to us certain records of thoſe facts; but 
ſince we have little of that, it remains ſtill to have re- 
courſe to the law, and to the teſtimony ; for that is our 


ſafeſt way; ; Others call this novelty ; we call it antiqui- 
ty re vived, | 


VI. Of occasIOoNAL COMPLIANCE, 


Q. SIN CE rhe Church may not think it decent to Aleop 


"to a few inferiors, would not the Difſenters do well 
to end the diſpute, and cloſe the nation's wounds, ty yield- 
ing all in theſe indi / drag matters, as ſome have done al- 
ready ? 

. Some have done ſo; and all of us will ever do 


what we can for peace, with a good conſcience : But 


we muſt not doevil, that good may come of it; we may 


buy gold and peace too dear; we love our nation; are 


concerned for its welfare, and have a'deep ſenſe bf fey 
preſent danger by diſcord and faction. We have con- 
1 tributed. 
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tributed all we can, by doing and ſuffering, to reſtore 
peace and unity; but we muſt not provoke God to pa- 


cify men: In civil affairs we act with our neighbours 


to ſerve the public; and what could we do more, if 
we did pray by a ſet form, or bow to the Eaſt? Or 
what harm can the public ſuffer by our not going the 


broadeſt way to Church, ſo long as we mind the high» 


way to heaven, and hurt no-body by the way ? But as 
to occaſional conformity, we ſay, 

1. Such compliance having a ſhew of temper and 
moderation, ſome Diſſenters ever ſince the Liturgy 


was re-eſtabliſhed in 1662, did chuſe to ſhew their 


Catholic love that way; and I ought not to judge 
their liberty ; for I am ſure, they were not then biaſſed 
by places of honour or profit, nor by favour of great 


churchmen, who hated them the more for it, fearing 
that they would wholly conform, and fo divide the 


ſpoil; 1 cenſure not theſe, Rom. xiv. 3, 13. 1 Cor. 


x. 29. 
2. Others ako dare not do ſo, are as truly Catholic, 


moderate, humble, and peaceable ; which even biſhop 


Stillingfleet found in the different anſwers to his ſer- 
mon of miſchief, &c. for true moderation is not a cold 
neutrality. | 

3. If occaſional joining in the worſhip we chuſe not, 
de a true teſt of moderation, then truly the con- 
formiſts bave no moderation at all ꝰ who upon no occa» 


Gons 


9 I ſould be achowhkdged with pleaſure, that the temper of the 
preſent times it much more moderate. May true moderation ill increaſe ! 
But cho Proteflant Diſſenters, bear their part in all public burdenes 
and conduct themſelves as good ſubjefts and greed members of Societyy 
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ſions would ever join in our Scriptural worſhip, tho? 
we do therein but what themſelves allow, and practiſe 
at home, and many of our firſt miniſters were ordain- 
ed by biſhops too, He is the true Catholic, who in 
faith, hope, and love, holds communion with all true 
Churches, becauſe he is baptized by one ſpirit into the 
one body of Chriſt, tho* he dares not mingle him- 
ſelf in every mode of worſhip, which others may like, 
or think lawful, only he forbears to judge them, 

4. If one may judge by effects, it ſeems, that occa- 


| fional conformity does no body good, many have ven- 


tured on it for thirty years paſt, to ſerve their country 
in neceſſary offices, and yt no peace and w_ are there - 


by reſtored. 


1. Zealous conformiſts are Kandalizec at it, and 
count ſuch men hypocritical time-ſervers, and then 


clamour againſt all Diſſenters as ſuch, 


2. Stricter Diſſenters are grieved and offended, 
3. Some that write for that practice, bitterly cenſure 


. ſuch as dare not run their length: So it makes new di- 


7 


viſions, but cures none; nay, we oft ſee, that from 


that Nippery ſtep, perſons forſake the way of holineſs, 
and fall into licentious manners, and godly order pe- 


rides in their families and poſterity. Therefore, 1 


would, by the Grace of God, be more ſteadfaſt to my 
ſcriptural principles, hoping others may judge chari. 
tably that I ſtand in awe of ſinning, 2 Cor. x. 7, Gal. 


ii. 3, 5, 12, 18. I go as near to conform, as my pre- 


ſent 


yet they are not permitted to ſerve their country in places of important 
truft, profit, or honor. hy dies this ſtigma remain faſtened up"n 
them? — | 
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ſent light allows me, I will go further, if ever my 
conſcience is convinced that ſo I ought; I love, and 
honour thoſe good men that are not of my way, or 
fentiments. Now, what can an honeſt man do more 
for peace? | 
Q. I perceive then, that all Diſſenters are not of ond 
mind and way yet? : 
A. True, for the beſt of us are but men, and our 
. is imperfect. But, 
We all agree as to the inconveniency, and miſ- 
chief of impoſitions, and of mingling human inventions 
in religion : They eat as a canker, breed formality 


and diſtractions, pervert mens zeal, give way to anti- 


chriſtian ſpirits and deſigns, and commonly have been 
the occaſions of deadly perſecutions, from the eye of the 
Phariſees, even till now, 7 

2. Times of ſore temptation have paſſed over the 
Diſſenters, and its no wonder, if then ſome ſtrained 
their principles, to procure ſome quiet in the world. : 
Did not almoſt all conformiſts ſo in the times before 
the king's return, tho' they were urged by no ſuch 
laws ot executions; nor required to practiſe things 
ſuſpected, but only to forbear things which they decla- 
red indifferent and needleſs. 

3. All the primitive Chriſtians were not of one judg- 

ment in every point, yet obliged to mutual forbearance 
in the ſame communion, Rom. xiv. 2, 5. 

4. All conformilts are not of one mind, no, not in 
the very matter of conformity and impoſition ; nor 
ever were ſo ſince the reformation, no, not in convo- 
cations of the Clergy : And we know they are very far 

from 
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from agreeing in 2 matters» Why then de 


they upbraid us with little diverſities ? So the Papiſte 
would reproach the Proteſtants for diſagreement, when 
themſelves are divided ten times more, and ſcarce agree 
In any thing, unlefs the Pope's ſupremacy, if they do 
in that. 5 

5. Our differences are leſs than many think, and 
were lately in a fair way to be all compoſed, but the 
old adverſary found new arts to irritate, And we know 
well, (ſo ſimple as we are) whoſe intereſt it is to hin- 
der our coalition, and by what methods they uſually 
doit. Anddo not the conformiſts to this day perceive 
the terrible and fatal exaſperations fomented among 
themſelves ? 

6. They, and we ſhall gain more light and unani- 
mity, when we attain more humility, and real piety, 
and practiſe more brotherly love, when we more put 


off worldly affections and intereſts, and an injudicious 


reverence for old uſages. It remains, therefore, that 
we pray, and wait for that bleſſed day, and ceaſe to 


bite one another, leſt we be devoured one of another. 


We ſee very well, to what height of biggotry men grow 


In their projects to obtrude perfect and perpetual con- 


formity. It may deſerve a remark, that now our very 


breath is reckoned ſo noxious, that any one that comes 
in our aſſemblies, is ſhunned as a peſtilent fellow, and 


not counted worthy to ſerve his generation in the 
greateſt neceſſity, tho' a diſſembling Deilt, or an in- 
famous Debauchee may be truſted, * If theſe things 


be 
See Note, Fuge 45» 
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be of God, they may ſtand : Our times are in God's 
hands, and if He hath pleaſure in us, He will return 
and ſhew us his ark and habitation, We hope, our 
brethren will now make good their boaſt, what a bul- 
wark they are againſt popery, ſince we are all rejected, 
as uſeleſs, Hitherto we did what we could, and were 
not importunate with men for more ſecurities to our 
Churches. Let others enjoy their fat paſtures, if we 

may have our Chriſtian liberty, to worſhip God in 
that way where we find his bleſſing; but let untimely 
contention ceaſe 4 for the Canaanite dwe.ls yet in the 
land, and Hannibal is at the gates. 

To conclude this enquiry: Let us all remember, 
That the rule of God's worſhip is fixed in his word; 
from which we may not depart in matters great or 
ſmall ; he is the Chriſtian that follows Chriſt fully, 
whatever it coſt him, Rev. xiv. 4, 5. Gal. vi. 16, we 
muſt do no little fin willingly, for any gain, for indeed 
no fin is little; and that which comparatively is ſo, 
may be of great conſequence; all great evils in the 
Church had ſmall beginnings ; but while they are 
yet ſmall, our fidelity to Chriſt will be the more evi- 
dent in refuſing them, and the trial of our love and 
zeal the greater. He is exactly faithful, who is faith- 
ful even in a very little, Luke xix. 17. Let us not 
make light of thoſe things in religion which yet may 
not be of the eſſence of it; leſt we daſh on that rock 
as ſome did in the times of prevailing Arianiſm ; the 
matter in diſpate was really great, but expreſſed in 

F words 
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words that differed little ; Homo onſtos from homes 8577 
and the wary folk of that time would not hazard all 
their worldly comforts,” proprer duas wocales ; juſt like 
them who now ſay, tis but circumſtantials we make a 
ftir about, and thoſe are not of weight enough to bear 
them out in ſuffering, tho they: think they would ſuf- 
fer the utmoſt, rather than renounce the faith, or ſtoop 
to an idol: It may beſo; God grant, it prove ſo in 
the day of trial ; but what think they of Daniel's pru- 
dence, who would not, to ſave life, forbear to open 
his window, nor be content to pray only in ſecret in 
that evil time, Dan. vi. 10. He that will be undeſiled 
in the day of temptation, : muſt be armed with like re- 
ſolation. But becauſe we cannot-all be perſuaded alike 
in theſe things, let us not bite and devour one another, 
Jeſt we be devoured one of another, Gal. v. 15. Rom. 
xv. 5, 6. Now the God of patience and conſolation 
grant you to be like-minded one towards another ac- 
cording to Chrilt Jeſus, (that is, give you the grace of 
unity and charity) that ye may with one mind, and 
ene mouth, gloriiy God, even "th . of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


Wy 4 
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te new meaſures; to hinder the ne of abba: = 
call Schiſmm 

A. 1. Its but little and ſeldom, that we peak in our 
cauſe, being often urged thereto ; yet, whether we 
ſpeak or keep filence, we are ſure to be blamed. 

2. Branding our way as ſchiſm makes us vo more 
ſchiſmaticks than before, ſo there needs no new apo- 
logy, after ſo many and great men have acquitted us ; 
we ever did, and ſhall} do our utmoſt againſt ſinful 
ſeparation, and to promote | Chriſtian concord, tho? 
we are daily leſs invited to coalition with them who 
manifeſt ſo little charity for us, or prefer Gallican Po- 
pery before our way, IE | 

3. If at any time our accuſers ſhould fall upon me- 
thods more inbumane, to cruſh our principles, we 
ſhall fear them the leſs, as we know, they are ſelf con- 
demned in perſecuting us: Of all other men, a Pro- 
teſtant perſecutor is moſt abſurd ; and, fince no exps- 
rience cures that folly, who knows, but the common 
enemy maſt teach us better ſenile? How can ſuch 
 madmen eſcape the fate of their piedeceſſors in ſuty? 

4. As to the event we are ſecure, that truth is al- 
ways the ſtrongelt ſide, tho? it be fallen in the ſtreets ; 
if our work and counſel be of men, it will come to 
nought, and ſo let it; but if it be of God, none can 
overthrow it, AQ. v. 38, 39. no weapon formed a- 
gainſt Sion ſhall proſper long ; and Jeruſalem will ever 
be a burdenſome ſtone, to all that burden themſelves 
with her, Not we only, but the whole Proteſtant in- 
tereſt is Jow ; yet, we doubt not, it ſhall revive and 

E 2 | ariie } 
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ariſe: Chriſt's witneſſes do overcome by ſuffering; 
Rev. x11. 11, we have borne, and muſt bear contradic- 
tion ; but we ſhall have David's comfort, that ini- 
quity is not in our hand; we have done nothing to 
men, to forfeit the good character that was lately al- 
lowed us, by all forts ; nor will ever join hands with 
the enemies of our nation; and while we hold faſt 
our integrity, the will of the Lord be done. In His 
time, He will plead our canſe; and when He ſhalt 
pour out his ſpirit in more light and love, even our 
oppoſers may become our advocates and friends, as 
Paul was to the Chriſtians, Gal. i. 23. If all we were 
filent in our graves, God will not want a ſueceſũon of 
witneffes to any truth that we maintain. 

Q_ May you not juſtly ſuſpect from late motions, 2 
God rejedts you and your confidences ? | 

A. 1. That cannot be fairly argued, Fans mens 
judging or treating us; we may be ſmall and deſpiſed, 
yet forget not God's ſtatutes, Pſal. cxix. 141, 150. 
2. But before our God, we and our reproachers 
muſt both own, that our backſlidings are many, hav- 
ing little anſwered the proper ends of our common 
ſalvation by a glorious revolution. | 

3. When none of our friends are thought worthy to 
ſerve their generation in ſchools } and other truſts, we 

wil 


t In the laſt year of Queen Anne's reign, the Schiſm AA eas paſ- 

ſed, the defign of which, in connexion with the aft of uniformity, ⁊vas to 
ta be the education of youth intirely out of the bands of Diffenters, and 
place it wholly in the hands of Corformiſts. To this end all Diſſenters 
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will bear the Lord's rebuke, and put our mouth in the 
duſt, if ſo be, there may be bope, Lam. iii. 29. for 
the Lord will not caſt off for ever; and to ſubvert a man 
in his cauſe, the Lord approveth not; we muſt retire, 
and double our care of our own houſes, truſting. that 
therein God will accept our endeavours, that all ours 
may know and ſerve him as Children of light. We 
may be more reduced and villified, and in that caſe 
we reckon, that, as always, the mixt multitude will 
drop off, into the broad way of ſafety and eaſe. This 
is no news; but in all trials, a remnant will be pre- 
ſerved, who will better examine and retain good prin» 
ciples, and God will turn to the people of a pure lip, 
Zeph. iii. 9, 18, 20. | 

4. If any among us are ſo infatuated as to be im- 
placable to us, and never think their Church ſafe: 
while there be any that think, it needs to be farther 
reformed, ſad will our caſe be for a time ; and we com- 
mit it to Him that judgeth righteouſly. When we fall, 
we ſhall ariſe, Micah. vii. 8. | 
Q. Do you think, that in theſe circumflances Diſſenters 
are till obliged to inflrut their families in their own 
away And. jo prejudice them againſt the eftabliſhed way ; 
avhereby there will be no end of this ſeparation ? 

4. 1. Certainly Diſſenters can never be obliged, to 


F 3 train 


avere debarred, under ſe: ere penalties, from keeping ary /chool or Adis * 


public ur private, and from atting as tutors in private fumilies. This 


att was to have taken flace, on the uſt of Auguſt 1714, but cn that 
very day the Queen died, and immediately new meaſures tecb Þlece. 


And ; in the stb year of Geeorye I. this cruel act was ref ra lod, 
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train their poſterity to a way, which themſelves con- 
demn, and believe that God doth not approve ; that 
would be horrid hypocriſy. 

2. We think we are more obliged to preſerve our 
way, than others ean be to deftroy it ; which they can 
never do, unleſs they could ſuppreſs the Bible too ; 
by the reading whereof, moſt have come over to us; 
and no wit of man can prevent this; no, not tho” by 
French dragooning our children were put under tuition 
of the monks : Look but into France at this day, and 
conſider the ſtory of father Queſnell*, and ſee how 
fruitleſs is all their ba-barity on the new converts; the 
moſt that can come from ſo brutiſh arts, would be but 
to raiſe a brood: of Janizaries. | 

3. So far as out way is God's, and no farther, we 
believe that God will preſerve it, or raife it from the 
dead, when the invidious names of Diſſenters or Non- 
conformiſts may ceaſe, with the occaſions thereof ; as 
wall that name Proteſtant, when popery ſhall be abo- 
liſhed 3 which is the thing they now proteſt againſt. 

Q By wha? means think you, ſhuld or will this way . | 
be propagated ? ; 

A. Only by the ſame means as religion itfelf ever 
ſpread and ſurvived ; when | th: kingdom of Cariſt pre- 


vailed 


„ Nueſnell, a French Prieſt, publiſhed a Trench tranſlation of the 
Nuo Teftament, with annotations, A learned man of that nation, Be- 
ing at Rome, went one day to viſit the Pope, and found him reading 
this work of Queſnell, On ſeeing bim enter the reom, the Pope in 
# kind of rapture exclaimed « bere 116 mop exce'lent Book! ave have 


nobody 
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vailed againſt old paganiſm, it was by the ſword of 
his mouth : His weapons were but miniſterial, 
mighty thro* God: He did not lift up his voice, nor 
make a wrangling noiſe in the ſtreets, Iſa. xlii. 2. 
True religion is never ſerved by the wrath of man; 
God makes his word run, and be glorifed ; and when 
thereby Chriſt is lifted up, He draws all men to Him, 
Joh. xii. 32. "= for us, we have but two things todo 
in this ſervice. 1. To adorn our profeſſion by all fide- 
lity to God us man. 2, To fill up our relations with 
duty, as ſcripture direQs ; that is, miniſters muſt de- 
clare the whole counſel of God, and compel ſinners to 
come into Chriſt, by proelaiming his ſalvation, and 
the terms thereof; and Chriſtian parents muſt ſanctiſy 
their houſholds to God, as holy Abraham, Job, and 
Joſhua did; inſtruting them in the works, and word, 
and worſhip of God, Gen. xviii. 19. Joſh. xxiv. 15. 
Job i. 5. Pſal. ci. 2, 3. Let parents be faithful to pay 
| their vows at home; and paſtors act in the ſpirit of 
Chriſt in particular churches, perſuading: their hearers 
to honour and follow Jeſus the chief ſhepherd in all 
things; let ſocieties of laudable diſciples be formed by 
the rule of the word, not the canons of men; let only 


officers 
ncbe dy at Rome that is capable of zurit ing in this manner; I wiſh I 
could engage the author te refide here. Yet ſoon afterwards in the year 
1713, at the inſtigation of the Teſuits, the king of France obtained a 
Bull from this wery Pope, by which Queſnell Book was condemned, 
and one hundred and one propoſitions in it awere pronounced beritical. 
Where was then the Pope's infallibility ? ** The diſſention: and tumules 
excited in France by this edit, were violent In the r ict * 9 2 
Moſbeim, Vol, V. Pe 785 719+ = 
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officers of Chriſt's appointment be over his houfe, ad 


their rule be only paſtoral, by applying the word to the 
conſciences of men, and there is no fear but religion 


- would ſubſiſt and make its way in the world, Pſal. cx. 


2, 3. This is all we would do to preſerve our way; 
and if this will not do, let it die: This courſe the 
Apoſtles took to plant Chriſtianity ; and Chriſt's king- 
dom never grew by other compulſion; 


Q. You ſeem to nouriſh a ſanguine expectation, that one 
time or other, this nation will be of your mind, tbo now 


fo many fall from you; and what a filly conceit is that ? 
A. 1. If I wiſh that men ſhould embrace what I 


think is true, St. Paul did ſo, Act. xxvi. 29. 


2. Greater changes, and more unlikely have been, 
as in Chriſtianizing Jews and Pagans, and recovering 
God's people out of the Romiſh grand apoſtacy. 

3. In other reformed nations our very ſentiments 


have for the main been received, and ſome even of 


our firſt reformers were for the ſame; and in the North 
of this iſland, they reformed after our mode. 

Q. Now I find what you would be at; a coercive na- 
tional Church, as in Scotland; and then abe ſhall be no 
better than now, in another form, or polity, 

A. 1. Not ſo neither; its granted, that vain man 
is fond of his own thoughts, and of power to ſpread 
them, tho* very apt to abuſe that power to grieve 


others. 


2. But ſure the world has paid ſo dear for its impoſing 
humour (which Chriſtians were led into, in the papal 


5 degeneracy) thatit may be reaſonably hoped, that all 


diſintereſted 
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diſinte: eſted perſons, Diſſenters and others, would pro- 
ſerve to all men a true liberty of conſcience, which our 
law aſſerts to be the doctrine and principle of the 
Church of England: May J never ſee 1 armed 
with power to infringe it, 

3. Diſſenters notions of Charch-diſcipline will ne- 
ver ſuffer them to compel any into their communion, 
as others have done by their teſts; Worthy Chriſtians 
will ſeek holy communion as a privilege ;. and in that 
caſe, all the need of power would rather be to keep 
back the unworthy from intruding, that holy things be 
not profaned ; and in that caſe too, there is no need 
of a ſeculiar arm, unleſs it be to protect quiet worſhip» 
pers from rude diſturbers z for the majeſty of the word 
preached would ordinarily ſeparate the precious from 
the vile; and by that, the Lord will pee his floor, 
AR. v. 13. 7 

Q. Whe can any you in this For i your hm 
had power, you did perſecute the Epiſcopalians bere, nd 
the Quakers in New-England to death f 
A. 1. As to the old Epiſcopalians, what they ſuffer- 
ed was in a time of confuſion and war, very much oc- 
caſioned by themſelves ; no wonder, if reſentments 
were then keen and unwarrantable, yet few or none 
were deprived purely as ſuch, but for other cauſes. 

2. The two Quakers (not to inſiſt on their blaſphe- 
my, which none can pretend conſctence for) ſuffered 
meerly as evil-doers, and incorrigible troublers of that 
inſant ate, which divers times (ent them carefully away, 
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as dangerous incendiaries, and was very flow to do any: 
more; but was forced to that ſeverity for its own peace. 


And yet neither will I juſtify the fact, nor do 1 find 
their ſucceſſors excuſe it; why then muſt we all be re- 


proached for that: We know no ſet of men in proſperi- 


ty, but have abuſed a coercive power; and for all the 


clamours abroad, I believe there never was a national 
church, that carried with more temper and moderation 
to its troublers, than the preſent church of Scotland to 
the Epiſcopalians there; comprehending all that are 
tolerable and loyal, and injuring none of the reſt. 

In fine, ſince the church of England now diſclaims 
888 let them allow us to do ſo too, and return 
no more to that miſchievous folly, Let ns Chutch 
henceſorth ſolicit the civil power to be executioner of 
its decrees ; and let no ftate impoſe on the liberties of 
any particular church. I he magiſtrate has more agtee- 
able and honourable uſe of his power in and for the 
community, than drudging to the paſſions of the Cler- 


the 


* It muſt be acknowledged, that the ſufferings of the Quakers in N.ww 
England, are not here fates, full ly and impartially, perhaps the author 
might not have the means of better information at hard. More than 
two of them appear to have ſuffered death. Many of them «vers imp riſ- 
oned and treated with great ſeverity, The cruel perſccutions *vbich they 


endured, muſt remain as an indelible reproach to the government of that 
country. Liberty of conſcience is the natural and unalterable rig bt of 


every man. And it may be queſtioned, whether perſecution ever ap- 
peared in a darker hue, than it did when thoſe wwho left their native 
land to enjcy religious liberty themſelves, took axvay the lives of oihers. 
for Preſaming to claim be . liberty. 
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the powers of the vgnd to come; and the profeſſors of 
it be favour: witli protection and peace, while they 
walk in al! goilinels and honeſty, notwithſtanding 
their differing modes or opinions, Let all the noiſe 
of axes and hammers ceaſe from the Houſe of God. 
The terrors of this world are only apt to propagate an- 
eichriſtianifia ; but did never ſerve true religion. Its 
time for all parties to learn more of the wiſdom from 
above, which :s both pure and peaceable; and till we 


go fo, whatcyer we talk of Chriſtianity and reformation, 


trangers that look on, will never take us for a commu- 
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